
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Day & New Year’s Day 

Worship Services 
December 25, 2016 

January 1, 2017 
10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

December 24, 2016  

1:30 pm & 5:30 pm 

 

 

Join us as we celebrate Christ’s 

birth with traditional services of  

lessons and carols of the season.  

Hear anew the story, open  

yourselves once again to the  

newborn Christ child’s 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

1 

Alex Elliott 

Caleb Zerr 

2 

Rev. Dale 

Emery 

Dave 

Robinson 

Casey Ellis 
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4 
Coleen Asche 

Rev.  

Howie Baird 

5 

 

6 

Susan  

Lamberson 

 

7 

Dave Christy 

 

8 

 

9 

Karl  

Lindquist 

 

10 

Matthew Antes 

Tyler  

Harlow 

Casey 

Aarvig 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

Stacey Clow 

 

14 

Kip Helling 

Nicholas 

Ford 

Michelle 

Hamilton 

Adrian Stall-

worth 

 

15 

Betsy  

Batstone-

Cunningham 

 

16 

Cinda  

Vondergeest 

Jodi Bass 

17 

Susan Stoa 

Jeremy Wikoff 

 

18 

Jacob Rash 

 

19 

Tanya  

Murphy 

 

20 

Chad  

Jarman 

21 

Thomas 

Marler Jr 

Jill 

McConnell 

Troy  

Hanson 

 

22 

Evan Clow 

23 

Blake  

DeMaster 

 

24 

Jane  

Carpenter 

 

25 

                  

26 

Terry Brown 

Larry Wikoff 

 

           

27 

Lori  

Looney 

Troy  

Harlow 

 

28 

Barb  

Holien 

Nick  

Kerzman 

Cailey  

Van Camp 

 

 

29 

Elise  

Christy 

 

30 

Richard  

Hudson 

31 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  
 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10 

Have you ever noticed that every time an angel 
of the Lord appears to someone in the 
Christmas Story the first thing they say is, “Do 
not fear?” Why is this? Could it be that standing 
in the presence of these heavenly beings was 

both awe inspiring and terrifying? Perhaps it was the way they 
appeared—out of thin air, startling those they came to speak to. 
Maybe when heaven touches earth the Holy Space that is created 
there causes the guilt and shame of our lives to bubble up, and fear of 
judgment takes over. Or, perhaps the angels knew the message they 
came to bring would not be easy to hear and those words, “do not 
fear,” were a reminder that God would help them with what was to 
come. 

No matter the why, those three little words, “do not fear,” are words 
that remind us that when we stand in the presence of God, there is 
nothing in this world or the next that we need to fear. God is 
everlasting, from beginning to end, the alpha and the omega, the first 
and the last, and yet we know that this very same God loved the world 
so much that he came down, sending his only son into the world, not 
to judge it, but to free it from sin. The text from Isaiah above reminds 
us that God is with us, that he is our strength, and that he is the one 
who holds us up. 

This is the message of Christmas, that over 2,000 years ago in the town 
of Bethlehem a savior was born, the one who is called king of kings, 
lord of lords, prince of peace, and Emmanuel, which means God with 
us. It is because of this that as we go through difficult times, we know 
that we will persevere. As Paul wrote to the Philippians, “I can do all 
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things through Christ who strengthens me.” – Philippians 4:13 

I share these words with you because I know for some Christmas 
can be a difficult time. It might be the first Christmas without a 
loved one. Perhaps in the midst of all the lights, trees, and songs 
you or a loved one are dealing with illness. Maybe there’s an 
addiction that is pulling your family apart. It might just be that work 
has become incredibly stressful, and you are wondering what 
comes next. The promise of Christmas is that no matter what the 
circumstance, God comes down and meets us where we are at. 
Christmas is the hope that there is somethings far greater at play in 
this world than the darkness we may be experiencing. 

During this advent season as we read the Christmas texts and hear 
their promises, as we listen and sing and wait for the Lord, and as 
we ponder what road God may place before us, hear these words 
from the angels: do not fear—do not fear—for God is with us. I 
pray this promise is what sustains you in the midst of whatever 
struggles may come your way. 

Peace 

 

 

Pastor Howie Baird 
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Silent Auction 
 

As part of the MCCI process, the declutter 

team in communication with key volunteers, 

has identified a number of excess items that 

we will be auctioning off to raise funds for 

our church. 

An auction booklet with pictures will be avail-

able Sunday morning at the welcome center 

and will be in the office during regular busi-

ness hours. Items for auction include tables, chairs, electronics, 

trivets, key chains and other miscellaneous items.  

Please read the following guideline for the bidding process.  

1) We will be using sealed bids.  

2) Use one bid form for each item you are bidding on, unless the 

items are exactly the same (i.e. 125th anniversary trivets).  

3) Provide contact information that will allow us to leave a mes-

sage (answering machine, voice mail, text message or email).  

4) We will begin accepting bids on Sunday, December 4. There 

will be a collection box at the welcome center in which you can 

place your sealed bids.  

5) We will accept bids until 12:15pm on Sunday, December 18.  

6) Winning bidders will be notified no later than December 28 

which items they won and the amount of the winning bid.  

7) All items must be paid for and picked up by 1pm on January 8. 

Make checks payable to Wesley United Methodist Church.  

8) Any items that are not picked up by January 8 by 1pm, will be 

donated, disposed of or sold outside the church.  

If you have questions, please contact Coleen at 

rcasche@msn.com 
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The Dove Chocolate fundraiser for the Montana mission trip was a suc-
cess!  We raised approximately $550 to put towards the trip.  The top sellers 
were Jakob Sturges, Zak Ness, and Maddie Myrold.  Congratulations to these 
youth and to the others for working hard on this fundraiser.  The dates for 
the trip are June 12-17, 2017.  We are continuing to work on details and will 
continue to update you as they are finalized.   

Below is an updated calendar of events through the end of the year.  Parents 
– please note the days when there are no Youth Group, as well as the days 
when there are special activities planned. 

December      4                  Meet at church at 3:00 p.m. to deliver snowmen   
                and Christmas carol at nursing homes, followed   
                by a meal and lesson at church 

                       11                  5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                       18                  We are having a potluck dinner for youth and their  
              families!!  It will be from 5 to 6 p.m. and will be fol 
              lowed by an ugly Christmas sweater contest, a    
              white elephant gift exchange, and Christmas     
              games.  Families are encourage to stay the  entire  
              time and participate in the festivities!!  A sign up   
              sheet for dishes will be sent out. 

                      25                   No Youth 

January     1                   No Youth 

We will update the calendar to include activities and events for 2017 later in 
the year.  If anyone has questions, please see Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, 
Katie Stoley, Kelsey Tretter, or Pastor Howie. 

SignUpGenius online system 

SignUpGenius is a program that lets congregation members know when we 
need volunteers like ushers, greeters, communion servers.  
To be included on the list for these emails, contact Penny Millspaugh at 
pjmillspaugh@gmail.com.   
Penny Millspaugh will be available December 4 between services to help  
people sign up to serve.  Look for her in the lobby. 

mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com
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Sunday School Music 

The children did a fantastic job 
singing with the adult choir on 
November 20th.  It was a lot of 
fun working with both groups. 

The children’s Christmas pro-
gram will be Sunday, Decem-
ber 11 at the 9:00 a.m. wor-

ship service.  Practice for the program will be Saturday, De-
cember 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Please continue to 
work with your children so that they are learning the songs for 
the program! 

I will have new dates for when your children will be singing for 
the congregation in the upcoming year.  Please also do your 
best to ensure that they attend music on Sunday mornings at 
10:10 a.m. so that learn the songs and feel confident when they 
sing during the worship service.  If anyone has any questions or 
concerns, please let me know.  Kellie Burgess 

 

 

UMW Christmas Brunch 

December 3 is the United Methodist Women’s 
Christmas brunch at 11:30 a.m. in the dining 
room.  The program will include Sue Mairs from 
Camp Good Mourning as the speaker.  Marge 

Myrold will provide musical entertainment.  There will also be 
installation of 2017 UMW officers.  A free will offering will be 
collected for the meal and Camp Good Mourning.  All welcome 
by reservation, call the church office between 9:00 – 1:00 pm, 
Monday – Thursday or your circle chairperson. 
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Saturday, December 3 is the United Methodist Women’s Christmas 

brunch at 11:30 am in the dining room.  The program will include 

Sue Mairs from Camp Good Mourning as the speaker.  There will 

also be installation of 2017 UMW officers.  A free will offering will be 

collected for the meal and Camp Good Mourning.  All are welcome 

by reservation, call the church office between 9:00 am—1:00 pm, 

Monday –Thursday or your circle chairperson. 

 

 
December 11 will be the UMW COOKIE SALE in the dining room 

starting at 10:00 am following the 9:00 worship service & 

Sunday School Christmas program.  The price is $5.00 a 

baker’s dozen (13).  If you are donating cookies, please 

bring them to the church on Saturday between 10:00—

noon or on Sunday morning. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The first Sunday of every month communion at Wesley is served to 

anyone wishing to take part, it is also served on Ash Wednesday and 

Thanksgiving.  We have volunteer communion stewards that get 

communion ready for the services.  We thank Jerry Griffin and Barb 

Spicer for their volunteering and also to Kelsey Tretter, who is our 

new bread maker.  Thanks for your gift of service to the church. 
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Tuesday Night Advent Study 

 Join us beginning Tuesday evenings, December 6, 13, and 20, 
7:00 - 8:30 pm, in the church library for an Advent video & book 
study called "Not a Silent Night". This group always welcomes 

new attendees.  Advent is a great time to try it out! 

 

New Members Class 
 

The next session of "Disciple's Path" will   
begin on Sunday, January 8, 2017.  This    

 Adult Sunday School opportunity is for  
anyone that would like to explore what it 

means to be a disciple of Christ in the United 
Methodist Church.  The class meets during the Sunday School 

Hour, from 10:10 - 11:00 am.  If you are new to our church, new 
to the United Methodist Denomination, or would like to refresh 

yourself on Wesleyan teachings, you are invited to join us for 
this 7 week series.  For more information or to register for the 

class, contact Penny Millspaugh at 218-521-0507 or  
pmillspaugh@altru.org or call the church office.   

Star Givers 

 

Members of Wesley UMC will be  
collecting Christmas gifts for the 
Star Givers program again this 

year.  
A reminder they need to be 
turned in by December  11. 

mailto:pmillspaugh@altru.org
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

9 Larry & Renee Machart 

19 Chad & Tiffany Gilberts 

22 Melvin & Tuesday Just 

29 Tom & Janice Tollefson 

Curtis & Debbie Scheevel 

Robert & Virginia Tupa 

Jeff & Gail Steckman 

     
 
 

 

 

January 17, 2017 

Book:  Iron Lake 

Author: William Kent Krueer 

Hostess: Patsy Nies 

 

No December meeting 

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

701.773.9465.  
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.   

Or simply scan the QR code 

below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 

 

 

   

 

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06     $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71     $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78  $22,926.89 

April         $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $25,337.10 

June       $18,509.97  $19,613.89 

July     $17,172.89  $15,676.12 

August   $17,007.45  $18,537.89  

September  $18,653.20  $22,199.27 

October    $20,446.13  $22,949.51 

November   $27,332.43  $20,836.20 

   Total           $247,933.33   $238,698,17 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 

November 6      71 + 37 = 108  

November 13  53 + 48 = 101 

November 20  95 + 45 = 140 

November 27  67 + 36 = 103 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

 

For our Prayers --- 
 

 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

mother; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good 

Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat 
Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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